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Undoubtedly women's movements in India so far are
almost entirely supported and organised by the few who
have absorbed Western ideas. That is not to say that they
are all Westernised. Adapted, rather than adopted, is the
right word to employ for their usage of conceptions that
have sprung up in Indian soil from seed from the West.
For all that, they are not really representative of their
sex throughout the country ; they are symptomatic of
awakening, and their significance lies in the fact that they
themselves are well aware of the immensity of the tasks
which lie ahead.
Early this year, the President of the All-India Women's
Conference underlined that awareness when she declared,
" We must think in terms of those millions of ignorant,
dumb women who live not in cities but in far-off corners of
India, who dress not as we dress, and talk not the language
we talk."
Two major problems that the politically-conscious Indian
women think and talk about are those of illiteracy and
population. Both subjects are sure to give them scope for
all their energies for years ahead. The lingering tendency
in the West to regard the education of girls as a matter of
less importance than the education of boys is as nothing to
the prejudice in India. As for the population headache, it
is only surprising that Indian women can be found bold
enough to advocate the limitation of families.
Babies are an annual event in Indian family life, like any
other crop. In past centuries the average expectation of
life was so low, because of the absence of hygiene and the
ravages of disease of every kind, to say nothing of famines,
that the rate of production was cancelled out. Nowadays,
with the gradual development of public health services
begun under British rule, and the obvious determination of
the new government to maintain and improve upon the
standards attained, it has become a matter of the most
urgent moment.